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Although many people think
of ticks as insects, they are
actually arachnids, more closely
related to spiders and scorpions.
Adult ticks have four pairs of legs
and no antennae. Ticks cannot
jump or fly, only crawl to the
edges of plants where they wait
for an animal to pass by. Holding
onto the vegetation with their hind
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to detect and grab onto the next
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it to sense changes in temperature
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search by INHS wildlife epidemiologist Nohra Mateus-Pinilla and
Jennifer Rydzewski found that
in the fragmented landscape of
central Illinois, where forests are
limited, prairie voles are serving
as hosts to the Borrelia burgdorferi bacteria. This additional host
allows the bacteria to survive in
open habitats as well as the forest. This research has shown that
there is still much more to learn
about these beguiling creatures.
Four Species of Hard Tick

American dog ticks, (Dermacentor
variabilis) are the most commonly
encountered ones in Illinois. Adults
are active from April to September
and can carry the pathogens for
Rocky Mountain spotted fever and
tularemia. Photo by Jen Mui, INHS

The black-legged tick (Ixodes
scapularis) is present year round
and can carry the pathogens for
Lyme disease, babesiosis, and
anaplasmosis. All life stages of the
black-legged tick will bite humans,
dogs, and other animals. Photo by
Jen Mui, INHS
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